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SUBJECT: POREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT SECTION 32 
- POLITICAL PRISONERS 

REF: NEW DELHI 10120 

1 . 1 WOULD LIKE TO CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO OUR NEW DELHI 
10120 OF 31 JULY ON POLITICAL PRISONERS. I HAVE JUST 
READ A PETITION BY SOME 300 FOREIGN ACADEMICS AND 
INTELLECTUALS AGAINST THE DETENTION OP "TENS OP 
THOUSANDS" OP INDIAN POLITICAL SUSPECTS. IT HAS BEEN 
CARRIED IN A LEPTIST PUBLICATION IN CALCUTTA AND THE NAMES 
WE RECOGNIZE ARE OP A SIMILAR BENT. THE PACT IS THAT 
THERE ARE MANY NAXALITES IN JAIL IN CALCUTTA AND WE 
READ ABOUT PREVENTIVE DETENTION BEING USED TO PROTECT 
MRS. GANDHI WHEN SHETRAVELS ABOUT INDIA. AND IT IS 
HARD TO TELL WHEN THIS IS DONE TO KEEP PEOPLE WHO 
PRACTICE VIOLENCE POR POLITICAL PURPOSES OUT OP THE 
WAY AND WHEN IT IS PERPETRATED AGAINST POLITICAL 
PRISONERS. THERE IS THAT PROBLEM OP DEPINITION. 

2. NEVERTHELESS, WE CONTINUE TO HOLD TO OUR ORIGINAL 
ASSESSMENT. WE ARE NOT PREPARED TO SWEAR THERE ARE NO 
"POLITICAL PRISONERS" GIVEN THE SAME DEPINITIONS OF 
THAT TERM. BUT WE STILL BELIEVE THAT THE GOI DOES NOT 
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FOR MERE POLITICAL DISSENT. 

3. THE COMMUNIST PARTY OP INDIA (CPI) AND ESPECIALLY 
COMMUNIST PARTY/MARXIST (CPM) ARE MOST UNHAPPY OVER THE 
CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF DETAINEES, MOST OP WHOM ARE THEIR 
CADRES AND MOST OP WHOM WERE AT THE LEAST STRONGLY 
SUSPECTED OP INVOLVEMENT IN VIOLENT ACTIVITIES IN INDIA. 

THE GOI RESORT TO TEMPORARY DETENTION OF PEOPLE 
PREQUENTLY WHEN RIOTING, DISORDER, COMMUNAL DISTURBANCES 
OR STRIKES ARE IN PROCESS, BUT THESE ARE USUALLY RELEASED 
IN A MATTER OP DAYS OR WEEKS UNLESS THERE ARE SPECIPIC 
VIOLATIONS OP LAWS INVOLVED. WE DON'T PARTICULARLY CARE 
POR A NUMBER OF INDIAN LAWS. THE HANDLING OF THE HARCOS/ 
PLETCHER CASE UNDER THE OFPICIAL SECRETS ACT HAS BEEN AN 
EXCELLENT ILLUSTRATION. NOR ARE WE AT ALL CONPIDENT 
THAT IN THE COMING MONTHS OR YEARS THE GOI WILL NOT 
RESORT INCREASINGLY TO DETENTION AND REPRESSION IN ORDER 
TO PROTECT ITSELP IN POWER AND DEAL WITH PROBLEMS 
CAUSED BY ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL UNREST. 

3. THEREFORE, WE CERTAINLY SHOULD NOT TELL CONGRESS 
THAT THERE IS NDNCH#PROBLEM IN INDIA. AT THE SAME 
TIME, THIS WOULD BE THE WORST TIME, JUST BEPORE THE 
SECRETARY'S VISIT, TO MARCH IN THE THE GOI AND TELL 
THEM ABOUT OUT CONCERNS OVER POLITICAL PRISONERS. 

THERE COULD BE A TIME POR THIS, BUT THIS ISN'T IT. 

MOYNIHAN 

NOTE BY OC/T: #AS RECEIVED. 
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